
 
ENL Strategy of the Month: Do your students understand you? [Comprehensible Input]  

WHAT is it? Comprehensible Input refers to language our ELLs can understand even 
though they may not know all of the words and language structures involved. Think of it this 
way: it’s delivering language output (what you say) just slightly above what our ELLs can 
understand.  

WHY is this important? We want to be conscious of the way we are speaking to make sure 
we are reaching close to 100% of our students. This will prevent students from lagging too 
far behind their peers, despite having limited language.  

How do I do this in the TC Workshop Model?  

I do: 

Start the mini lesson by assessing how much background information your students already 
have or lack prior to introducing the TP. Based on your assessment, strategically activate or 
build background knowledge to build a foundation for the lesson. This could be as simple as 
asking students, “What do we already know about _____?” Or “turn and talk about_____.” 
Based on your observations, identify strategic vocabulary students will need for the lessons 
and pre-teach vocabulary to students that need it through various methods: visuals, graphic 
organizers, realia, etc. 

Speak slowly using authentic language, and student-friendly terms (appropriate speech). 
Translate into their L1 whenever possible. Project images that match the words being used. 
Repeat words they will hear often. Some of the questions you ask should be simple questions 
they can respond to.  The learning task must be modeled in front of the children, step-by-
step, with the teacher demonstrating think-alouds.  
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P.S. 89 ENL 
Goals & 
Information: 

• P.S.89 is offering a 
Newcomer ENL class for 
all students who are new 
to P.S.89 

•

• Students must score either 
a 3 on the state ELA or 
pass out of the NYSESLAT 
to no longer be ENL 

•

• Look for PowerPoints and 
resources under the ENL 
Department tab on our 
school website 

Our school wide goals are 
to:

• 10% of ENL students will 
pass out of the 2018 
NYSESLAT exam 

• 10% of all ELL students 
will score on or above 
grade level in ELA 

• 16% of all ELL students 
will score on or above 
grade level in Math 
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Newcomer 5th 
grade English 

Language Learners 
from 5-409 share 
their non-fiction 
poster with 4th 

grade newcomers 
from 4-226 



Important: 

Please take into account the silent period and how long it actually takes to learn a new language - especially one as 
complex as English when deciding if the student has a learning disability or their delayed comprehension is a natural 
response to language acquisition. This will also help you prepare meaningful activities.  

We do:  

The learning objective should be read with students so they have a clear understanding of the task, and how it connected to 
the previous days’ learning. Turn and Talk partners should be heterogeneously paired. Keep students engaged by keeping 
the mini-lesson timely, and have pre-planned scaffolded work for your ELLs. The task they work on with their partners 
should include higher order thinking, and opportunities for partner discussion. When calling on a partner, ask them to tell 
you what their partner said.  

You do:  

ELLs should be sitting next to a student who speaks their L1 if possible. They can work in triads, and have the question 
translated if possible, and modified/displayed on the board. Students should have graphic organizers on-hand. Students 
should know what sentence stems they could use if they are asked to do a written response.  

Independent Work Period:  

Whatever TC unit you are in, newcomer ELLs can read appropriately leveled books in the same genre, read assigned Raz-
Kids books, use Lexia, listen to a more advanced student read to them, do research first in their native language and then 
translate vocabulary from their L1 to the L2, practice repeating the new information they learned to a partner using a 
simple sentence frame: I learned that ____ have ____. I learned that _____ live in the ______. (Subject) has _____.  

If your student is a Transitioning/Expanding ELL, they should be able to work on the same tasks as your other students, 
with the exception of more scaffolds, strategically planned conferences, guided reading, explicit teaching of reading/writing 
goals, and frequent check-ins.  

Resources of the Month:  

Dolch Sight Word rings - your beginner ELL’s can create their own dictionary ring using the Dolch sight word lists. They 
can write the word in English, and in their L1 on the back. 

Raz-Kids - Assign books in non-fiction or fiction for your ELLs. Make them accountable for reading the book and 
answering the comprehension questions. Award dojo points for completion.     

Lexia -  Should be utilized when newcomer ELLs are not working with other students, doing scaffolded work, 
conferencing, etc *Lexia gives Teachers already made lessons for students depending on where they are struggling. 
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Hope you had a peaceful, joyous and restful Winter Break! Happy New 
Year!! 
Warm Regards, 

Mr. Serin & P.S.89 teachers 
Interested in contributing for the next ENL Newsletter? Please email Mr. Serin. 


