
PS89Q 4th Grade Passport Social Studies 
Unit 1: Geography of New York State 

 

Grade: 4th  Unit: 1  Time Frame: September – mid October  
Essential Question: Why does geography matter? 

Focus Questions: (What is my child thinking about?) 

• What are the purposes of different types of maps?  
• What are the purposes of a map, and how do we use it?  
• How can we use our knowledge of maps and geography to understand the location of New York State in our 
world?  
• What are the defining features of the regions of New York State?  
• What are the geographic features of New York State?  
• How does geography affect where and why people settle?  
• How can we use our research and knowledge of geography to compare and contrast regions within New York 
State?  

Student Outcomes: (What can my child do after this unit is over?) 

• Find New York State on a map, in relation to other states.  
• Describe important geographic features of New York State and New York City.  
• Consider the roles climate, environment, animals, and natural resources played in the location and 

development of New York State’s five most populous cities.  
• Interpret and analyze different kinds of maps: physical, political, precipitation (hardiness), vegetation, 

population. 

Performance Tasks: (End-of-Unit task) Formative Assessment: 

- Make a map of important landforms and locations 
in New York State 

- Create a key for this map 

- Answers to multiple-choice questions about Social 
Studies map skills that were practiced during that 
period 

- Use of a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast 
different types of maps 

- Use of notebook to write down what they are 
learning from maps 

Extension Activities 

• Research: What do the landforms of New York State provide to its residents?   
• Informational Writing: What are some important environmental changes that people made to New York? Why? 
• Opinion Writing: How has geography helped the residents of New York State? How does it get in the way? 
• Opinion Writing: Why does New York State make a great home for residents? 
• Map Making: Sculpt a relief map of New York State using clay, showing the location and height of mountains, 
hills, and plains. 
• Book Making: Create an informational book about the important geographical locations of New York State. 

 


