
PS89Q 4th Grade Passport Social Studies 
Unit 3: Colonial & Revolutionary Periods 

 

Grade: 4th  Unit: 3  Time Frame: beginning December – end of January  
Essential Questions: What motivates people to explore and colonize other lands?  How did three diverse 
cultures interact and affect each other? (Dutch, British, native people)  Why did American colonist declare 
independence from Great Britain?	  

Focus Questions: (What is my child thinking about?) 

• Why did Europeans settle the New World?  
• How did trade and agriculture help the development of colonial New York?  
• How did Native Americans contribute to the development of colonial New York?  
• What was life like in New Amsterdam and colonial New York?  
• How did the Dutch and English influence the development of colonial New York?  
• How did Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans interact with one another in early New 

Amsterdam/New York?  
• What role did New York have in the American Revolution?  
• What events led to the war with Great Britain?  

Student Outcomes: (What can my child do after this unit is over?) 

• Describe colonial life in New York.  
• Understand economic, political, and social motivations for explorations.  
• Identify differences in the way of life under Dutch rule and British rule.  
• Understand the causes and effects that led up to the American Revolution.  
• Comprehend the impact of war on all aspects of life.  
• Develop listening and discussion skills.  
• Ask authentic questions.  
• Identify facts and details that support main ideas.  
• Learn to use varied / multiple resources to research topics.  

Performance Tasks: (End-of-Unit tasks) Formative Assessment: 

- Students create a New York State seal that 
reflects the colonial period of New York. 
=OR= 

- Write a cause & effect essay connecting 
exploration, colonization, or the Revolutionary 
War. 

- Take an exam to assess their content knowledge 
of the Colonial and Revolutionary Periods 

- Answers to multiple-choice questions about Social 
Studies content information that were examined 
during that period 

- Use of notebook to write down information about 
what they are learning about 

- Answers to discussion questions with peers about 
debatable issues throughout the time period 

Extension Activities 

• Research: Why was George Washington called the “Father of Our Country”? 
• Informational Writing:  What made the 13 colonies important to Great Britain? 
• Opinion Writing: Did the colonists fight fair to win their independence? 
• Map Making: Create a map to show important battles in New York State in relation to current cities in NYS 
• Book Making: Create an informational book about New York State’s role in the American Revolution. 

 


